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so well as he knew how to use. The Queen, when
she heard of the fight at Zutphen, and its main
incident, with her own hand wrote Sidney a com-
forting letter, and sent it by a special messenger,
who was ordered to return immediately with full
information as to the sufferer's health and the
chances of his recovery.

The surgeons in charge of Sidney seem to have
erred through over-tenderness or ignorance. When
they came to him, he bade them freely cut and
probe to the bottom of the wound. They were
content to deal with it on the surface. " With love
and care well mixed," says Fulke Greville, not re-
membering that excess of love may cause lack of
care, " they began the cure, and continued some six-
teen days with such confidence of his recovery as
the joy of their hearts overflowed their discretion,
and made them spread the intelligence of it to the
Queen and all his noble friends in England, where
it was received not as private but as public news."
" All the worst days be passed, as both surgeons
and physicians have informed me," Leicester wrote
to Walsingham on the 2d of October, the tenth day,
" and he amends as well as is possible in this time;
and he himself finds it, for he sleeps and rests well,
and hath a good stomach to eat."

But Sidney himself was at no time sanguine. On
being removed from Zutphen, he was heard to whis-
per thanks to God for not taking him at once, but
rather leaving him a little space in. which to prepare
for death. On the 3Oth of September he sent for
his friend George Gifford, an eminent divine, who